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PO BOX 247   NORTHAM   WA   6401 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

PRESIDENT Les Ballantyne 

watches@bigpond.net.au 

041 998 3176 

IPP Matt Bignell      

big.matty@hotmail.com 

0407 873 700 

08 9622 3001 

VICE PRESIDENT Errol Croft         

dowerf@bigpond.net.au 

0428 880 149 

SECRETARY Heather Deegan 

secretary@northamaeroclub.com 

heatther1957@gmail.com 

0402 719 857 

TREASURER Ashley Smith 

ashleypsmith@westnet.com.au 

9622-3673 

CLUB CAPTAIN Errol Croft         

dowerf@bigpond.net.au 

0428 880 149 

HOUSE AND GROUNDS Dave Beech                

dbeech@iinet.net.au 

0416 242 846 

 AIRCRAFT BOOKINGS 
 BAR MANAGER 

 

Matt Bignell           

big.matty@hotmail.com  

0407 873 700 

08 9622 3001 

 AIRCRAFT 
 FLIGHT TRAINING 

 

Denis Beresford 

denis.beresford@bigpond.com 

08 96225 222     

0408 747 182 

 AIRSIDE & SAFETY Gren Putland 

gren.putland@mainroads.wa.gov.au 

0409 113 011 

FLYING INSTRUCTORS Kevin Lathbury    

kevinlouise@optusnet.com.au 

0434 000 217 

SOCIAL Peter Hill                      

prh@aurora.net.au.  

0450 415 947 

FLY ABOUT EDITOR Martin Jacobson 

nac.editor@yahoo.com 

0438 437 928 

08 8932 8671  

 
WEBSITE                                   

E-MAIL                                

CLUB ROOM 

 

www.northamaeroclub.com 

secretary@northamaeroclub.com 

                         

08 9622 3248 
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Club Captains Report 
 

Search and Locate Flying Competition  
 
NAC’s 14th October search and rescue competition was organised and run by Denis, 
Claude and Geoff Way.  
 A big thanks to everyone who helped and an extra big thanks to Geoff Way.  Geoff 
manned the broken down vehicle we were meant to find but because he was too far 
out of the Way (he,he), not one pilot found him. 
 Lucky for Geoff he got his car going and drove back to the club house himself.   
The competition showed all 5 pilots that the obvious is not always the correct call.   
We all thought we obviously saw the broken down car, made the call and turned for 
home. Only we made the wrong call.  
Thanks again guys, a lot was learnt from the debrief afterwards.   
Thanks Les for cooking the bbq.   
 
Please note that next competition is flying to the Royals at Murray Field.  
 
Coming Events –  
Wave Rock Fly In 
W.A.L.A.C 
Gingin Fly In has been rescheduled due to a cancellation this month 
Morawa Fly In again to check out a mine site due to there being no wild flowers.  
 
I will once again organise these so if you are interested please contact me.  
 
Cheers and Happy Landings!  
Errol  

 

 

 

VH-BFC, In Cessna Aerobat Livery, on a 

recent visit to Northam from RACWA.  



Club Competition 

Competition 14th October 

This month’s comp was designed to practice navigation, communication and 

observation skills in addition to flying the aeroplane. Pilots were given an 

instruction sheet that required them to plot a location on their map and fly to 

that point. 

From there a radio call to Grass Valley Ground gave them a bearing and a 

distance to fly to find a broken down car. They then had to answer a series of 

questions on the car and return to base. 

Their landings were rated to allow a result in the event of a tie. 

All pilots and their observers found it harder than they expected to find a lost 

car with nobody finding it, complicated by cloudy weather not allowing the 

driver to use his signal mirror to attract the aircrafts attention. 

With nobody finding the car the comp came down to the landing; the results 

being 

First: Noel Williams 

Second: Ashley Smith 

Equal Third: Bruce Rowley and Errol Croft 

Fourth: Ray Howell 

We finished the exercise with a short talk on 'Why things are seen' 

A good time had by all and some lessons to add to their experience bank Thanks 

to Grass Valley Ground Claude Meunier and to the lost car driver Geoff Way 

who had to find his own way home. 

 

Happy Flying Denis Beresford 
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The Social Pages 
Jurien Bay Fly-in 6th October 2012 
  
We flew out of Northam Aero Club in the Suzy Marie at 8.55am and the weather was 
just picking up to a fresh cross wind of about 25 degrees or so the windsock  showed.    
The maximum ground  speed we managed  was 84 on the way up and we picked up 
the tail wind on the way back increasing that to  134.   The sight of Jurien Bay is 
breathtaking from the air and very easy to see why anyone would want to spend 
every holiday just basking in those surrounds.   The locals were very friendly and Peter 
from the local Skydive business had arranged transport for all the out of towners to 
get to the beach and their accommodation  only 1 kilometre away.    
 
Jurien Bay has come a long way and is being developed into a very pretty tourist town 
with new residential development and an envious industrial area that is bringing new 
families to the area at a growing rate.  Peter tells us that the local bank manager is 
very friendly and behind all the local businesses.   We watched groups of sky divers 
land safely on the beach and it seems that there is a continuous stream of avid 
enthusiasts from Perth that make the journey and it certainly is worthwhile.    
 
Competition for the day was takeoff and landing from aircraft carrier measuring 220 
metres exactly.   Judges were  provided with an array of exercises in the air as well to 
test the pilots knowledge..  There were a large number of successful  takeoffs but no 
one managed to dead stop land at the appropriate marker  so instead of automatically 
disqualifying everyone from the event we decided it would be better to remove that 
portion of the competition and work out who  was the next best.   
 
Rob from Royals Aero Club won the event with 160 and our own Errol Croft came in 
second with 155 points.    
 
Participants on the day were many – most of the Royals were staying up at Jurien Bay 
and the Midwest were in town for practice of the Aerobatics they are famous for in 
their Decathlons.  Northam Aero Club pilots had to get home because as we all know 
they are the hardest workers out there and don’t waste time lying on the beach when 
there is work to be done.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
List of participants were: 
 

RACWA Midwest Aero Club NAC 

Russell Denise Bruce Rowley 

Craig  Pete  Errol Croft 

Martin Peter K  

Rob  Peter L  

Jim Carl   

Bernie   

Rod   

Tony   

Steve   

 
Only 4 contestants made it to the final count and congratulations to Errol on his 
second place overall.  
 
The club who took home the win was Midwest on the day based on a score averaging 
of all pilots who took part with NAC coming in second and Royals third but of course 
Aviation was the winner on the day and thank you to the Royals for organising a great 
day out.  Thank you to Peter for his hospitality and Jurien Bay for the best weather for 
flying.  

*** *** *** *** *** ***  

 
Boys…..the judge’s decision is final!!! 

Craig Hensley (left) Club President from Royals and Errol Croft, Club President 

from Northam Aero Club 

 



 

 

 

 

Crowd watching with 

anticipation the “landing on 

the spot” competition. 

*** *** *** *** *** *** 

Clubroom works 
Matt Bignell has been busy on improvements to Club rooms. 

Matt has sealed in the South wall plate glass window, 
and installed a totally new plasterboard interior wall!! 

Ashley Smith helped Matt, thanks Ashley. 
and Peter Hill has just finished painting  their hanywork, thanks Peter.  

Big thanks to Matt also. 
 

*** *** *** *** *** *** 
Peter Hill did a fly past of the R.S.L. Memorial service at Mokine 

Sunday 7th September. 
 

Each year Air Force Association and R.S.L. Northam hold a memorial service 
at the site of a wartime fatal crash of an Avro Anson( W2262)which was 
out of Pearce for Geraldton after performing D/F exercises. 
This aircraft crashed and burnt at 11.42 a.m. on 9th September 1942 taking the lives 
of the four crew on board. 
The site on Avro Anson Rd Mokine is approximately 9.5 nm from Northam airfield. 
N.A.C. extends respects to extended family and friends of pilot and crew who were: 
F/O BIRT, Lynton Vennell Howard 406823 
Sgt NIXON Noel Lois 414073 
Sgt Hugo Kenneth Colin 415255 
Sgt Debenham Geoffrey Lancaster 411295 



 

 

The old fella is on his way!!! 

ONLY 63  
Sleeps to go!! 

 
So everyone mark your calendars 

 

Sunday 9th December 

 

Northam Aero Club 

Christmas Show 
 

Plans are under way for an expanded Entertainment line up 

 

More details in the next issue of Fly About. 

 



Quick Quiz 

1. What is the most common cause of pilot incapacitation in flight? 

2. What is the period of validity for a private pilot medical certificate, if the 

pilot is under 40 years old at the time of issue? 

3. What is the CASA recommended period of time between donating blood 

and flying an aircraft? 

4. How long must a pilot wait after the consumption of an alcoholic 
beverage before flying an aircraft? 

Last Months Answers 
 

1. What is the most recent edition of Perth WAC 3351? 

Edition 19 is the most recent, what edition do you have??? 

  

2. What is one of the HF frequencies you would select if you had the need 

to use HF radio en-route to Mt Magnet WA?  

One of the HF frequencies you would use is or 3461 or 6565 or 8822 
 

3. What is the normal maximum permissible altitude/flight level for 

operation of a VFR flight within a 30nm radius of Northam AD? 

The normal maximum permissible altitude/flight level that a VFR flight 

can operate assuming clearances are obtained is 18,000ft or FL180. 

Above this is Class A airspace and VFR cannot operate in Class A 

airspace, you must operate IFR above this level. 
 

4. If you experienced a total communications equipment failure, with the 

exception of your transponder, what code would you set the 

transponder to if you were en-route to Albany WA? 

If you experience communications equipment failure you should squawk 

code 7600 and continue to transmit as normal, prefacing calls with 

“Transmitting Blind” 



Northam Aero Club 

Bar Roster  2012-2013  

Opening Hours 

Saturday 5pm - 7pm 

Sunday 5pm - 7 pm 

 
OCTOBER 2012  JANUARY 2013 

6
th
 -7

th
 Ashley  5

th
 -6

th
 Crofty 

13
th
 -14

th
 Denis  8

th
 -9

th
 Dave 

20
th
 21

st
 Gren  15

th
 -16

th
 Gren 

27
th
 28

th
 Dave  22

nd
 -23rd Peter 

   29
th
 – 30

th
  Les 

     

NOVEMBER 2012  FEBRUARY 2013 

3rd-4
th
 Crofty  2

nd
-3

rd
 TBA 

10
th
 -11

th
 Peter  9

th
-10

th
 TBA 

17
th
 18

th
 Les  16

th
-17

th
 TBA 

24
th
 -25

th
 Matt  23

rd
-24

th
 TBA 

     

DECEMBER 2012  MARCH 2013 

1
st
 -2

nd
 Heather  2

nd
 – 3

rd
  TBA 

8
th
 -9

th
 Ashley  9

th
 – 10

th
  TBA 

15
th
 -16

th
 Denis  16

th
 – 17

th
  TBA 

22
nd

 -23
rd

 Closed  23
rd

 – 24
th
  TBA 

29
th
 -30

th
 Closed  30

th
 – 31

st
  TBA 

If unable to do your rostered days please make arrangements to 
swap with someone 

Manager. 



Welcome New Members 

We are pleased to welcome four (4) new club members this 

month: 

Mr Helge Flesland 

Mr Brett Thomson 

Mr Stephen Bedells 

Mr David Watkins 

Welcome Helge, Brett, Stephen and David, We hope you enjoy your 

time as members and make many friends, have many fun times 

and enjoy the endless fellowship on offer to our members. 

Circuits and Bumps 

Well….who are the heroes and/or the villains of the fables below? 
If you have any goss that you can contribute drop me a line at nac.editor@yahoo.com   

 Jaz’s hangar near completion….  

 New hangar on back row fitted with new see-thru easy access doors… 

 Dick’s hangar will also be fitted with doors, soon… 

  New signage on airfield, should read ‘plain taxiway’, or “Camels 

crossing”… 

 White and blue Mooney off to the races, covered with tatts and graffs, will 

need new paint job on return… 

mailto:nac.editor@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2012 

20
th
 21

st
 Gren 

27
th
 28

th
 Dave 

NOVEMBER 2012 

3rd-4
th
 Crofty 

10
th
 -11

th
 Peter 

17
th
 18

th
 Les 

 

Please make arrangements to swap 

with someone if you are not available 

on your rostered day(s) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION THE AERO CLUB CONTACTS ARE;  

08 9622 3248, 0407 873 700,  PO BOX 247, NORTHAM   WA   6401  

NEXT CLUB COMPETITION 

 

11th November 

  

Fly in to Murray Field 
 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 
A change of date for the Committee Meeting for NAC, 

Next Meeting is going to be held on the Sunday afternoon at 3.00pm  
at the Clubrooms, 11th November 2012.  

 
BAR ROSTER 

Opening hours 
Saturday 5pm – 7pm 
Sunday 5pm – 7pm 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Postage of the 

FLY ABOUT 
Proudly sponsored for this edition by: 

Speedy Screed  
Vibrating Concrete Screed 

www.speedyscreed.com.au  Phone 0438 437 928 
 

Copy paper for the Fly About proudly sponsored by: 

 
FOR RENT AT NORTHAM AIRFIELD 

Hangar Space - Storage Donga - Office/Training Rooms 
Call Geoff Hill 
0418 854 538 
Printing of the 

FLY ABOUT 
Proudly sponsored for this edition by: 

www.petstays.com.au 
Find  

“PET FRIENDLY ACCOMMODATION”  
when travelling with your pets  

or list your 
“PET FRIENDLY ACCOMMODATION”  

(Free for the first 2 months) 

 

http://www.speedyscreed.com.au/
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