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Presidents Report 
 

 
Northam Aero Club, once again, featured in World Wide news with Fedor Konukhov 
being successful in breaking the record for circumnavigation of the globe in a hot air 
balloon in record time and for achieving this on his first attempt.  It shows what can 
be achieved here in Northam.  I sincerely thank all those people that have made it 
possible and the support of the Shire of Northam that was given, it was fantastic.  
Thank you also to the volunteers that showed up when required, it was a credit to all, 
well done. 
 
The AGM was held and I would like to thank the outgoing Committee, Ashley, Bob 
and Tony and would like to welcome the incoming Committee, Lila Tame, Dave 
Macfarlane and Sally Woods.  PGL is back in the air and keen to take to the skies so 
feel free to book plane hire with Matt Bignell.  
 
 WALAC will be held at Northam Airfield on October 29th and we will be having a 
practice day here in Northam in October, date to be advised.  17 Volunteers are still 
needed for judging at the event, let me know if you are available.  
 
I have noticed a couple of interesting events take place over the last few weeks.  If 
you have ever had an aeroplane with bees taking refuge in the tail, it is not fun.   I 
tried everything to remove the swarm of bees, sprayed them with fly spray, flew to 
Kalgoorlie,  sprayed them again, put moth balls in the plane, flew to Northam.  They  
enjoyed that very much, only to come out and swarm again when back on the ground 
in Northam.  
I placed a bee box on the ground outside the tail but would they go into that?  No 
way.  I finally rid the bees by pushing an avgas soaked rag into the gaps of the tail 
and that seemed to finish them all off.  No more bees, thank goodness.  
Lila from NAS says that it does happen from time to time.  
 
 Talking of Northam Air Services, they recently prepared and meticulously painted 
their floor of the main workshop only to have a certain French pilot walk through the 
newly finished paintwork oblivious to the fact that his footprints are now etched in 
history.  No names mentioned of course, but his Helicopter is well known in the area.  
 
I have had a few people enquire about a wildflower fly in to Morawa.   We are still 
looking at dates to put together a trip, watch this space.  
 
Safe flying and cheers,   
 
Errol Croft 
0428 880 149  



Club Captains Report 



The Editors New Toy 

The Editor has a new toy!!! I recently purchased yet another Piper Chero-

kee. This one has a 180 hp engine and apart from terminal corrosion in 

the main wing spars she is in great condition. 

I have managed to locate a secondhand set of serviceable wings for her 

for a moderate price and hopefully will have her back in the air in the not 

too distant future. 

She is VH-RXA and  she has been safely dismantled and delivered back to 

Victoria for her surgery. 

She was previously a WA aircraft living most of her recent life in the Kal-

goorlie-Bolder area. 

I have committed to flying her back to WA once she is repaired so I will 

make  a point of visiting the club while I am there. 

Left to Right: 
Peter Hill, Trevor Sangston, Dave Gard, Dave McFarlane,Howie Pietersie,Ashley 
Smith,  
Bo Hannington, Geoff Winsor,Milton Brooks,ian Berry. 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Merchandise – Northam Aero Club 
 

Club Caps with logo –$20  
One size fits all 

 
 
. 
 
 

 
Order Form 
 
Full Name ....................................................................................................... 
 
Postal Address ................................................................................................ 
 
....................................................................Phone: ........................................ 
 
 

 
. 
 
Mens sizes: S M L  XL 2XL 3XL 5XL 
Womens sizes:  8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 
 

Male/
Female 

Size Name on Shirt 

      

      

      

Club Shirts with name and club logo - $35.00  
Colours Blue with yellow trim or Red with blue trim  
100% breathable polyester jersey knit, snag resistant 
Knit collar with contrast  tipping. Postage $10.00 per order 



SABC 2016 Fly-In -FLY-MART  

 

SABC will again be running the popular Fly-Mart at 
the SABC Fly-In on 25th September 2016, so if you 
have any aviation related parts you would like to sell 
or donate, please bring them along on the day, al-
ready priced, and give them to Allan Sammons, our 
Fly-Mart coordinator, together with your phone num-
ber. 

 

 

 
 

 

Bo Hannington  Bo@elbo.com.au  Mob 0427 044 156 

mailto:Bo@elbo.com.au




Re-inserted due to some of the data being left out of the previous issue, (sorry Kevin). 



BAR ROSTER 2016—2017 

Bar Hours 
Sat. 5pm—7 pm           Sun. 5pm—7pm 

IF UNABLE TO DO YOUR ROSTERED DAYS PLEASE 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO SWAP WITH SOMEONE 

August      November     

6th-7th - Peter  5st-6th - Howie 

13th-14th - Howie  12th-13th - Dave 

20th-21st - Matt  19th-20th - Matt 

27th-28th - Mick  26th-27th - Mick 

             

          

September      December     

3rd-4th - Crofty  3rd-4th - Crofty 

10th-11th - Dave  10th-11th - Dave 

17th-18th - Peter  17th-18th - Peter 

24th-25th - Howie  24th-25th - Closed 

       31st   Closed 

           

October      January     

1st-2nd - Matt  1st - Closed 

8th-9th - Dave  7th-8th - Dave 

15th-16th - Mick  14th-15th - Howie 

22nd-23rd - Crofty  21st-22nd - Matt 

29th-30th   Peter  28th-29th   Mick 
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NEXT CLUB COMPETITION 

9am Sunday 11th September 2016 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 

The next Northam Aero Club  Committee Meeting  will 

be held at the club rooms on  

Sunday 11th September 2016 at 1pm 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 


