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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 
 
Welcome to October’s report.  
This is going to be a busy month with WALAC upon us on Saturday 29th Oc-
tober.  We still need a few more volunteer judges for the morning session of 
the flying competition,  the more the merrier.  Starting time is 7.30am, any 
help will be appreciated,  if you are interested.  Please let me know.   
 
Two plane loads of people flew to Perenjori to see the wonderful display of 
wildflowers,  orchids and Camel rock, see photos.  I would like to thank our 
guides for the day, Patty and Rod, we all had a scrumptious meal at the local 
hotel, before flying home.  
Patty and Rod are more than happy to advise us when the wildflowers are in 
full bloom next year so we can organise more planes for a fly-in.   
 
Practice day for WALAC was set for October 8th but did not take place be-
cause of weather conditions.   The WALAC Committee has advised us that 
there is no more time available for another practice day so practice where you 
can.  
 
I was fortunate enough to be called in with Susy Marie, my C172, on Sunday 
2nd October to look for a missing 83 year old male who went missing the pre-
vious  Friday night.  We were looking for a white tray top ute, we checked all 
the hotspots late on Sunday afternoon until we ran out of daylight.   They 
were more than happy to have me back again searching by plane on Monday.  
After checking out more hotspots without success, I suggested we look out-
side the immediate search area and lo and behold we found him, he had run 
out of fuel in a paddock .  Because he was carrying water with him and had 
stayed with his vehicle he was in a good condition and able to wave to us all.  
There were high fives all round inside the plane.    
 
It reminded me of the time when Denis Beresford organised a Search and Res-
cue Flying Competition  and we had to find Claude’s helicopter, of course this 
one was on a much  larger scale.   
Anyone having spare Hangar space to rent just let me know as I am receiving 
phone enquiries regarding this subject.   
 
Hope to see you all on the 29th October 2016.   
 
Cheers,  Errol 



Club Captains Report 

Sunday 9th October at Northam Airfield was overcast at 3,500 ft. with a wind 240/15 at 
3,000 ft. 
This gave TEAM NAC Pilots some good practice at cross wind take offs and landings which 
every one handled very nicely! 
 Northam Aero Club  included in our flying Comp  Sunday 9th October a flyover of a Dedicat-
ed Memorial Site on Avro Anson Rd Mokine 
relating to a wartime crash of Avro Anson W2262 from 68 Reserve Squadron based in 
Geraldton on maritime patrol/search and rescue duties etc.  
The attached image is very much how W2262 would have looked in its final moments. 11.42 
am 9th October 1942. 
 On a D/F excercise out of RAAF Pearce 
 W2262 tracked 111 degrees for approx 20 minutes,then on receipt of a bearing from No 1 
D/F station Pearce  
 requested and was granted permission to make a "ZZ" approach--(ZERO visibility / ZERO 
ceiling)  i.e.  - Blind Flying....  
 and then  turned sharply left onto a reciprocal; 
 It was during this steep turn the aircraft developed a descending sideslip and impacted rising 
ground in a left wing low attitude. 
 

The four aircrew were thrown out and died instantly,W2262 came to rest against a substan-
tial rock outcrop which 
became the site of the 
Dedicated     Memorial. 
 Each year in October the 
Northam RSL branch holds 
a remembrance ceremony 
at this site. 
 Northam Aero Club air-
crews incorporated a flyo-
ver of this site in the Octo-
ber Comp  Sunday 9 th 
October. 
We all enjoyed the Comp 
as usual. 
All pilots were given  a full 
Comp sheet for this sortie 
30 days prior,so we all had 
plenty of time to read/
print off/ 
even fly a few practice 
runs to keep our eye in 
etc. 

The Club aircraft is always available, so just book a time with Matt on 0407873700. 



Our Visitors enjoyed the flying. 
They also loved the Hospitality and lovely Morning Tea provided by the lovely ladies in the 
Clubrooms .  
THANK YOU Marg,Beth and Kate. 
 
Judges :  Matt  Bignell, and Preston Smith , a Founding Member -THANK YOU GENTS!  
 
RESULTS: Equal First:           Ashley Smith and Peter Hill. 
                        Second:          Trevor Sangston and his boys. 
                        Third               Dave and Marg .McFarlane. 
 
NEXT Comp is Sunday 13th November 9am at Northam Airfield. 
 
        CROSS COUNTRY SORTIE with STRAIGHT IN APPROACH. 
 
    All are welcome , there are seats available in Club Aircraft. 
 
Hope to see you  at Northam Airfield 9 am Sunday 13th November! 
 
Kind Regards, Peter Hill ,Club Captain Northam Aero Club 0450415947 prh@aurora.net.au  

Perenjori Wildflower Tour  

Wreath flowers, are unique to 
one small area of Western  
Australia and nowhere else in 
the world.   

Wreath Flowers 
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Rod, Errol, Gun-
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Lawrence. 

 

 

 

The Camel Soak  



Background to Western Australian Light Aircraft Championships 
 
The West Australian Light Aircraft Championships (WALAC) were started 
in the early 1980's by then Royal Aero Club instructor and aviation histori-
an, Brian Hernan. Brian, in one of his secondary roles as Club Captain saw 
a need to not only unite the various clubs throughout our State with 
competitions, but to also produce home grown teams to compete in the 
National Championships (ALAC). 
Based on the flying syllabus at the time, initially these competitions were 
aimed at improving skills for all levels of pilots, and included such events 
as Practice Forced Landing (PFL) - a simulated engine failure at two 
thousand five hundred feet with a 'glide' to land on a designated area, 
usually the Runway numbers, to gain maximum points. Also there was a 
Precision Circuit - this tested the skills of a pilot whilst flying a 
correct circuit, again with a spot landing on the numbers. 
Expanding on this, Formation Flying - where teams of three participants 
would fly a figure eight course above ground judges and nominate four 
manoeuvres to be completed in a period of 30 minutes. 
And Aerobatics, using sequences published by the Australian Aerobatic 
Club (AAC), for two categories of competitors - BASIC and CLUBMAN. 
One of the skills required for this competition is remaining inside the 
"BOX", an imaginary 1000m x 1000m piece of sky above the ground judg-
es. 
Both Formation and Aerobatics require a separate endorsement prior to 
competing. A novel competition or "Comp" as they are referred to by most, 
is Streamer Cutting. This involves flying to height and dropping a streamer 
from the aircraft, then follow it down in a series of sharp turns in order to 
'cut' the streamer with the wings of the aircraft. While it may seem flippant 
in that the "Streamer" is a roll of toilet paper, this is quite a challenging 
comp for anyone and skill is needed to both follow the streamer as well as 
cut the darn thing! 
WALAC was usually held at Jandakot airport, however, at the turn of the 
century, the airspace above Jandakot was becoming very busy, with chang-
es to flying rules as well as increased jet traffic heading to Perth Airport so 
it was decided that a try out at Murrayfield near Mandurah was a good idea, 
this proved to be the case,  the only disadvantages being the lack of Club 
facilities and the distance that some had to travel. 
A makeshift Clubhouse was initiated and the Freeway extensions helped 
immensely so that in 2009 the ALAC's were held there with a very success-
ful outcome. 
 





I came across this AWB from 2014 in my search for some other infor-

mation. I hope you find it an interesting read. 











Fly In   
Ray Challen has a holiday house at Bremer Bay.  

Weekend of 15th to 16th October 2016.  

$30 per head overnight accommodation BYO bar  

Lunch, dinner and breakfast provided 

Three double bedrooms  

4 single bunk beds 

unlimited swag space  

Beds allocated on a first come first served basis with 

couples having first call on double rooms. 

Fuel: preference is that pilots are self sufficient with 
full tanks/jerry cans, but for those with aircraft of limited 
range we can provide pre-ordered avgas at a slight premium 

over Northam pump price. 

Contact Ray Challen on 0408 321 262 



BAR ROSTER 2016—2017 

Bar Hours 
Sat. 5pm—7 pm           Sun. 5pm—7pm 

IF UNABLE TO DO YOUR ROSTERED DAYS PLEASE 
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO SWAP WITH SOMEONE 

August      November     

6th-7th - Peter  5st-6th - Howie 

13th-14th - Howie  12th-13th - Dave 

20th-21st - Matt  19th-20th - Matt 

27th-28th - Mick  26th-27th - Mick 

             

          

September      December     

3rd-4th - Crofty  3rd-4th - Crofty 

10th-11th - Dave  10th-11th - Dave 

17th-18th - Peter  17th-18th - Peter 

24th-25th - Howie  24th-25th - Closed 

       31st   Closed 

           

October      January     

1st-2nd - Matt  1st - Closed 

8th-9th - Dave  7th-8th - Dave 

15th-16th - Mick  14th-15th - Howie 

22nd-23rd - Crofty  21st-22nd - Matt 

29th-30th   Peter  28th-29th   Mick 
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NEXT CLUB COMPETITION 

9am Sunday 13th November 2016 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 

The next Northam Aero Club  Committee Meeting  will 

be held at the club rooms on  

Sunday 13th November 2016 at 1pm 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 


