
Fly About 
A Message from the President 
Hi all 
 
The year is marching on.  Hopefully all our Members have  
received the draft copy of our Constitution changes which need 
to be rewritten to meet the requirements of the Department of 
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety Consumer Protection.   All 
feedback thus far has been positive so our next step is to hold a 
meeting with the Members invited to officially approve the 
changes to our Constitution.  The Special General Meeting will be 
held at 6.00pm on Friday the 31st May 2019. 
Our next function to follow on the calendar is the Annual Dinner 
and then the Annual General Meeting so keep your eyes on the 
Calendar in the Fly About.   
Prior to the start of the monthly meeting we had a couple of 
elderly pilots sheepishly wander into our Clubroom wanting to 
know if anyone could hand start an aeroplane as theirs had a flat 
battery.  I readily offered my assistance as I have had to hand 
start mine several times.   After more than several minutes trying 
we had no success.   They decided to take off the canopy to 
charge the battery up.  Not surprisingly they did not have a 
battery charger but Peter Scheer offered and delivered a 
charger.  Of course they did not have a screw driver to remove 
the canopy on their very flash aircraft but we once again came to 
the rescue with tools.   After 15 minutes or so on charge the very 
flooded motor started and ran.   The canopy was replaced,  the 
motor started and off they flew and we all returned to our 
meeting.  Now there is nothing worse than being stuck at an  
airfield with a flat battery and it is very appreciated when you 
receive help.  If you have your pilot’s medical done by a certain 
doctor in Glen Forrest you may like to ask him about it.   
 
Happy Flying all,  
 
Cheers, Errol  
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Club Captain’s Report  - May 2019 

Our Team NAC Flying comp was Sunday 12th May. 

Yes that is MOTHERS DAY and some lovely MUMS were there! 

They put on a lovely morning tea, Good on yer Mum! 

Thanks go to all the ladies who filled the table with so many scrumptious goodies. 

 

Flying Comp for the day was a cross country mini air trial, touring various bridges and 

other waypoints in the Avon Valley. 

“A BRIDGE TOO FAR” 

Pilots and crew enjoyed a lovely day with excellent flying conditions. 

 

First Place was Trevor Sangston and his dad in his Bonanza - well flown! 

Equal Second…. Ashley & Peter 

Third place was Nick Kostov in his shiny Jabiru very close to the leaders. 

Fourth place was young Howie Pietersie 

Fifth was Russell Steicke 

All pilots scored close together and flew safely, we enjoyed a nice day. 

 

NEXT FLYING COMP IS SUNDAY 9TH JUNE 

Circuits only  - weather in June can be unsuitable for longer flights. 

All pilots have a full coomp sheet with 4 weeks to go as usual 

So plenty of time to get some flying practice in. 

Hope to see all TEAM NAC PILOTS at Northam, Sunday 9th June for some easy flying. 

 

Until then, best wishes 

Peter Hill  NAC Club Captain  0450415947  prh@aurora.net.au 

mailto:prh@aurora.net.au


Here is the JUNE NAC FLYING COMP ... 
 

 
SUNDAY  9th JUNE   9 am Northam airfield. 

All NAC PILOTS  have full Comp Sheet with 4 weeks to go.. 
Plenty of time to do a few practice runs? 

Hope to see all TEAM NAC PILOTS  Sunday 9th JUNE 
 

                 NAC FLYING COMP.... CIRCUIT WORK. 
 

1.   NORMAL CIRCUIT       FLAPLESS TOUCH & GO. 
 
2.   NORMAL CIRCUIT       TOUCH & GO. 
 
3.  GLIDE APPROACH        TOUCH & GO. 
 
4.   LOW LEVEL CIRCUIT   SHORT FIELD FULL STOP. 
 

        Know your Radio Calls & do them. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1.   Normal Circuit           flapless touch & go. 
ON KEYS 

10 Points. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.  Normal Circuit                   Touch & Go 
ON KEYS 

 10 Points. 
  ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. Glide Approach / simulated Engine Failure... 
         abeam or overhead threshold  @ 1500 ft. 

 Touch& Go. 
ON KEYS  10 Points. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4.  Low Level Circuit        Short Field Full Stop. 

 ON KEYS   10 Points. 
                            Full Stop < 300 Me from Keys   10 Points. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



Page 3 Plane 

OWNER:  Geoff Danes 

TYPE:  Varijet 

SEATS:  1 

TOTAL TIME:  7 hours in jet configuration 

 520 in conventional configuration 

ENGINE:  Turbomeca Palas 

FUEL BURN:  Excessive!! 

CRUISE SPEED:  220kts 

STALL SPEED:  47kts 

CRUISE FUEL FLOW:   16 litres/hour 

HANGARED:  Jandakot 

PERFORMANCE: AWESOME!! 

 



Close Calls 



Videos of the Month 

DRACO 
The world’s most badass bushplane 

CONCORDE 

Concorde from the Cockpit 

Click on the title links to watch this month’s videos 

(only available for email recipients of the Fly About) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D5Z2VNTFp-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bjzoh3iQJc


NORTHAM AIRPORT SKYCAM 
Northam Airport now has a Skycam: 

http://www.northam.skycam.net.au/ 
The Skycam system at the Northam Airport has been installed to improve pilot situational  

awareness with regard to the weather. This webcam is funded and will be maintained  

by Air Safety Navigators as part of our commitment to aviation safety, the local flying  

community and in support of our home airfield.  Images are now available  

on Ozrunways and Avplan 

 

 

 

http://www.northam.skycam.net.au/


Bar Roster 

Bar Hours  - Saturday 5pm  - 7pm 

If unable to do your rostered days, please make arrangements to swap with someone. 

June 2019 

1st June Ashley Smith 

8th June Crofty 

15th June Howie 

22nd June Peter Hill 

29th June Adam Price 

July 2019 

6th July Mick Clements 

13th July Matt Bignell 

20th July Peter Scheer 

27th July Ashley Smith 

Editor’s Broadcast 
Hello Fellow Aero Club Members 

Welcome to another, albeit late, edition of the Fly About.  Having been away in a much warmer 

part of the world, I haven't been around much to record the “goings on” around the field.  Of note 

is an important meeting on Friday night that you are all invited to attend: 

Special General Meeting 

Northam Aero Club Constitution 

The Northam Aero Club’s Constitution needs your vote to be finalised before being submitted to 

the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety Consumer Protection. 

Under Part 12 of our existing constitution, the Northam  Aero Club President, Mr Errol Croft, has 

instructed that a Special  

General Meeting be convened at the NAC club rooms, Withers Street, Northam on the 31st May, 

commencing 6.00 pm. 

Further information can be obtained  

from Peter Scheer - NAC Secretary 

Karin 

NAC Fly About Editor 

northamaeroclubsocialdirector@gmail.com  

mailto:northamaeroclubsocialdirector@gmail.com


Northam Aero Club 

“The First 50 Years” 

1968—2018 

Copies of this wonderful read can be purchased for $20 for members or $25 for non 

members from the Aero Club Bar or $25 from the Northam Visitors Centre.   



May / June 2019 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

27 28 29 30 31 

NAC  

SPECIAL 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

1 

Bar -  

Ashley 

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

Bar -  

Crofty 

9 

Flying 

Comp 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

Bar -  

Howie 

 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

Bar -  

Peter Hill 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

Bar -  

Adam  

30 





Reprinted with courtesy of the ATSB 

Crash Comics 







Classifieds 

Northam Aero Club Merchandise 

 

Club Polo Shirts with name and club logo—$35.00 

Postage available—$10.00 per order 

Club Caps with logo—$20.00 available 

at the bar 

Stubbie Holders—$7.00 available at 

the bar 

Postage available—$8.00 



 

 

Expressions of Interest 

Dry Hire—1967 Cherokee Six 

Contact—Ian Hall 0428 420 012 

Wanted 

Aviation Memorabilia 

• Books 
• Artefacts 
• Photographs 
• Old Aircraft Parts 
• Signs 

 

If it’s old and historic—I’m interested 

Adam Price—0428 611 797 

NAC Club Aircraft  

Bookings 

 

 

Enquiries—Matt Bignell 

0428 962 001 

50/50 Share Sale 

Vans RV7A 

VH-ZDB 

 
Looking for a 50/50 share or a possible outright sale considered 
 
• Aircraft built in Nungarin and first flew in 2005 
• Faultless history 
• Fast and economical 
• Always hangared 

 

For more information please contact David Watkins 

E : dwatkins8@me.com 

mailto:dwatkins8@me.com


ASIC Cards 

As you know, ASIC’s now need to be  

collected in person.  This has meant a 

trip to Perth to have a face to face pick 

up.  I am now an agent for CASA so if 

you nominate Northam as your pick up 

point, your ASIC will be sent to me for 

you to collect in Northam. 

Enquiries—Denis Beresford 

0408 747 182 

“Happy Flying” 

 

The Story of Curvy Kate  
is a fascinating story of one man’s lifelong dream 

to build a head-turning replica SS Jaguar from the 

ground up. 

Howard Pietersie takes us through a mechanical 

odyssey, replete with setbacks, successes and  

innovative solutions that make ‘Curvy Kate’ a  

remarkable story of endurance, elation and love. 

However, the romantic notion of building a truly 

elegant piece of 20th century motoring royalty is 

not for the faint-hearted, though any unsuspecting 

soul determined to do so would do well to read 

this book. 

The Story of Curvy Kate is Pietersie’s  

inspirational and sometimes hilarious journey 

into the secret life of an enthusiastic amateur 

determined to realise a dream. 

The Story of Curvy Kate  

available online 

www.replicajaguarbook.com 

Paperback—$29.95 

Hardback—$39.95 

Hangar for Sale 
 

15m x 15m located on a front row and 

Corner of taxiway—Block No. 33. 

Power and water on corner of block. 

Note—the hangar only uses the front 

half of the block, therefore another 

hangar can be built on the back of the 

block. 

 

Please call—0438 101 334 

http://replicajaguarbook.com/


NAC Cessna 172—VH-PGL 

Hire Fee Structure 

 
Private Hire - $210 per hour 

Dual Training - $300 per hour 

TIF’s - $150 per 1/2 hour 

Briefing - as required 

Instructor (in owner’s aircraft) - $100 per hour 

 

Pre-paid Discounted Block Rates Available 

• 5 hours - less 5% 

• 10 hours - less 10% 

• 20 hours - less 15% 

 

Student pilots may use the discounted block rate for aircraft hire only 

Instructor fees remain as priced above 

For all further enquiries please contact: 

NAC Treasurer - nactreasurer@bigpond.com  T: 0428 743 031 

Matt Bignell  - 0428 962 001 



 

 

 

 

President Vice President 

Errol Croft Adam Price 

E: dowref@bigpond.net.au E: adam@airsafetynav.com.au 

T: 0428 880 149 T: 0429 041 974 

 

Secretary Treasurer 

Peter Scheer Dave McFarlane 

E: bushyps@gmail.com E: nactreasurer@bigpond.com 

T: 0408 802 955 T: 0428 743 031 

 

Club Captain House & Grounds 

Peter Hill Ashley Smith 

E: prh@aurora.net.au E: ashleypsmith@westnet.com.au 

T: 0450 415 947 T: 0429 083 152 

 

Aircraft Flight Training 

Dave Beech Kevin Lathbury 

E: dbeech@iinet.net.au E: Kevinlouise62@gmail.com 

T: 0416 242 846 T: 0434 000 217 

 

Flight Training Fly About Editor & Social  

Murray Bow Karin Price 

E: bowie1@iinet.net.au E: Karin@airsafetynav.com.au 

T: 0424 160 750 T: 0428 611 797 

 

Facebook  

Sally Wood 

E: Swood77_nz@hotmail.com  

T: 0439 941 201  
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