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Presidents Message 
 
 
 
Welcome to the June issue of our Fly About.   
 
It is that time of year again with Elections for Committee Members of 
the Northam Aero Club.  If you are interested please ensure you put 
your name forward and discuss with present Committee Members to find 
out how you can get involved.  Our Annual General Meeting will be held 
on Saturday 12th August 2023 at 7.30pm at the Club Rooms, Withers 
Street, Northam.   
 
Even though the weather has not been conducive to flying I managed to 
get down to YMUL Fly in on Saturday 3rd June.  It was a fantastic day 
with many interesting aircraft on display.  I was very interested in the 
Alpha Electro aircraft set up.  I have included photos of this aircraft.  It 
has an endurance of 60 minutes flight time, 190kg payload and a V.N.E. 
135 KIAS.  When you think about it as they very keenly explain there is 
no runup required.  No carby heat needed either.   
 
I would like to welcome new members Graham Dey and Chrissy  
Broadchent to the club.  
 
We do appreciate your membership and would like to invite you down to 
our Aero Club on Saturday nights from 1700 to 1900 hours for a few 
drinks  
 
Once again, I would like to thank all the sponsors and volunteers that 
help make the National Ballooning Championships such a success.  It 
will happen again the first week of September with the World Women’s 
Championships.   
 
Every 2nd Sunday is our club flying competitions so if you want to call in 
around 0900 hours you will be able to compete or get a fly as has been 
happening lately.  
 
Unless you are flying the Alpha Electro remember with this cold weather 
make sure you use the carby heat.   
 
Cheers,   
 
 
Errol 
 
  



Club Captains Report 

 

 

Captain’s Report for Sunday 11th June 2023 
 
 
Competition; consisted of a nine minute Navex from Northam to 
Northam via Seabrook railway station and Northam Army Base fol-
lowed by a strip inspection and a flapless landing.  The longer Navex 
planned was shortened to keep the participants close into Northam 
due to weather concerns which didn’t eventuate.   
 
Was good to see Ashley Smith back competing and he would have 
got the perfect score if he listened to Kate’s prompting that the water 
pipe crossed the river 1nm short of the Army Base on track.  
 
Errol Croft and Peter Hill took James and Ben who are keen on flying 
as spotters for their experience. 
 
No pilots overshot the important finals turn, the radio calls, and cross 
wind landings were excellent.    
   
Result 14th May; 
 
1st place with 99 points – Ashley Smith   PGL  C172 
2nd place  with 91 points - Peter Hill  BFC  C152 
3rd place with 81 points – Errol Croft JXI    C172 
 
Next Competition; Sunday 9th July 2023.  
 
8.30 Coffee and muffins and perhaps jam and cream scones.  
Briefing 9.00. 
 
Dave McFarlane 
 
0428 743031 



Club Captains Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Ashley showing us how to do a great flapless landing in PGL 



The Circuit by K. Lathbury 

The circuit 
 

Everyone’s learnt them, everyone did one or more on their first solo, and everyone has 
different ideas about what makes a good one. Here are some tips for making a circuit as 
good and consistent, and as easy as possible. It’s based on rectangular circuits. Racetrack-
shaped circuits work better than rectangular circuits in higher-performance aircraft, so if 
that’s what you fly, some of this article doesn’t apply to you. 

 

Upwind 
 
Tracking straight after takeoff is vital at Jandakot, where you have parallel runways and 
the chance of infringing on another pilot’s personal space if you don’t maintain the cen-
treline, but it’s pretty useful anywhere. If you get airborne and you can still see some run-
way under the nose, you can glean a good idea of how much drift you need to allow for, 
and adjust before the runway disappears under you. After that, if you can see the ground 
ahead or you have a cloud you can aim at to stay straight, use it. Otherwise, if your climb 
attitude means you only have sky out the front, pick a reference point out to your side. 
For aeroplanes that need right rudder to stay straight in the climb, you’ll know if you’re 
not standing on the pedal hard enough because that reference point will disappear under 
the nose. 

We teach FOL checks at 300 ft AGL – Flaps, Oil, Look back. Flaps may be useful for takeoff, 
but they’re a hindrance to your climb, so you want to get them up as soon as practical. 
But within 300 ft of the ground you’ve got better things to do than to be reaching around 
in the cockpit for a flap lever, hence 300 ft. Check oil Ts and Ps, and look back if possible 
to check you’re on centreline. This may be impossible due to not having a back window, 
or maybe due to the stiffness and inflexibility of your ageing body! 

CASR 91.390 says you must maintain your takeoff track until at least 500 ft AGL. There’s 
nothing stopping you from going a bit further before you turn crosswind. One reason you 
may choose to do that is so that you reach circuit height before you get to downwind, 
meaning you won’t be trying to level off and turn at the same time.  

 

 

 

Continued …... 



The Circuit cont’d 

 
Crosswind 

 

As with every leg, pick a reference point before you turn, which will make your circuit 
rectangular. Many of my debriefs on circuits over the years have included a refresher on 
the difference between a rectangle and a trapezoid. 

15° is a good angle of bank for a climbing turn, as it stops your climb performance from 
completely going out the window. I typically tell students “no more than 20°.” The other 
thing I often see that hurts climb performance is not maintaining the right speed. If you 
climb at 75 kt in PGL you’ll probably get to circuit height on crosswind. If you don’t set 
the right attitude and trim, and you climb at 80 or 85 kt, you’ll almost certainly still be 
climbing when you get to downwind. The result is you may be so busy levelling off that 
you forget to turn when you should, and you end up with a cross-country circuit. 
 

Your spacing for turning downwind is best judged by some point on the aeroplane. You 
don’t turn when you get to circuit height; you turn when you get the right spacing from 
the runway.  

Also, you can’t rely on a 45° (or some other) angle to the runway, because the distance 

you go upwind before turning can vary depending on factors such as your weight and the 

temperature. In a 172, the runway level with the leading edge of the tail is a good refer-

ence, and that works regardless of how far you’ve gone upwind before turning cross-

wind, and it works just as well on a midfield crosswind join. In an aeroplane where you 

can’t see the tail, the wing is probably the only reference you can use. For instance, in 

Trevor Pipe’s V-tail Bonanza, a good time to turn downwind is when the runway is one 

chord behind the trailing edge of the wing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued ….. 



The Circuit cont’d 

Downwind 

Once you’re on downwind, fly the aeroplane before you worry about radio calls and 
checks. Check you’re flying level and check your spacing, using a suitable reference point 
on the aeroplane. For a 172, it’s about 2/3 of the way up the strut in a left circuit, and 
halfway up the strut in a right circuit. In a low-wing aeroplane there might be a fuel cap or 
a vortex generator that makes a good reference mark. To check you’re tracking parallel to 
the runway, make sure the runway is staying at that same reference point on the wing or 
strut.  

 

Once you’re set up, make a call. It’s requirement at Jandakot, and it’s the best place to 
make your first call in a circuit. If you’re mid- or late downwind by the time you get to the 
call, say that, as it gives everyone else a good idea of where to look for you.  

 

Do your pre-landing checks after that. Don’t think of them as downwind checks, because 
then you’ll forget them one day when you’re doing a straight-in approach or joining base 
as directed by Jandakot Tower. For someone like Damian O’Driscoll in his C182RG, that 
could mean a catastrophically short landing roll. (But of course you’d also have to ignore 
the noise when you reduce power below a certain setting, reminding you loud and clear 
that you’ve forgotten something important. That would be a go-round.) 
 
Base 
 
Unlike your downwind turn, 45° does work as a reference point for turning base. It means 
your base and final will be the same length, which makes sense since you’re planning to 
lose 500 ft on each of them.  

The quicker you get the aeroplane configured on base, the easier it is to control your ap-
proach. There’s no hard and fast rule about what power setting to use, but we teach 1500 
RPM in PGL. That’s low enough to allow you to slow down, get the speed in the white arc 
and use flaps. If students don’t slow down quickly enough on base it’s usually due to not 

reducing power enough, and not keeping the nose up.  

 

 

 

 

Continued …... 



The Circuit 

Base cont’d  

One of my mantras that students hear plenty of is “Lose speed not height” on early base. 

The earlier you get set up, the earlier you start looking at the runway and judging your 
profile. The profile you’re aiming for obviously depends on what you’re flying, but you 
may need to vary that to conform with other aircraft in the circuit. The ideal profile for 
Dave Kerr’s CT-4, with glide ratio marginally better than a crowbar, is quite different from 
the ideal profile for PGL, with glide ratio only slightly worse than a Blanik, with Dave 
Mac’s Warrior being somewhere in between. 

There’s usually no need to make a call on base – a downwind and a finals call is plenty – 
but you may do it if there’s traffic and everyone’s keen to know where everyone else is. 

To avoid a slow creeping turn onto final, visually extend the runway centreline and start 
your turn with about 20° of bank to roll out over your selected point on that extended 
centreline. If you start with 20° of bank, and you find you’ve misjudged and started a bit 
late, or a tailwind is getting hold of you and pushing you through the turn, you’ve got 
some latitude to tighten it up without turning it into a steep turn. 

 
Final 
The ideal spot for the aim point in your windscreen depends on your aeroplane and your 
eye height. Once you’ve got that right, you’re better off using power to control the speed, 
especially if you get windshear which, as we all know, is far from uncommon at Northam. 
If you’ve got the speed right as you cross the threshold, you know you can afford to stop 
looking at it and look up the runway. 

I often see students not recognising that they’re off centreline on final. The most 
likely cause is looking at just the aim point, rather than looking along the runway. 
If you’re tracking properly, the runway centreline won’t be moving in your vision. 

A call turning final is a good idea, especially if there’s someone at the holding 
point or on the runway having just landed.  

As for the landing, which is a subject for an article of its own – you can make a 
bad landing from a good circuit, as you no doubt did a few times in your early 
training, but if you make a good landing from a bad circuit you should go and buy 
a lottery ticket! 

Kevin 

The Circuit cont’d 



Photos of Alpha Electro 

 

Alpha Electro on display at Murrayfield June 3, 2023 

Per Hour Energy Cost:  $6.00 

Endurance:  up to 60 min + 30 min. reserve 

Range:  6+ circuits built for ab into flight training. 

Speed:  (75% power) 85KIAS 

Weight:  385 kg 

 

 

 



Fly-in to Murrayfield 

 

 
 



Around the Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our friends at the Department of Fire Emergency Services have left us for the season and 

we received a letter of gratitude for the amenities provided by the Northam Aero Club.  

We welcome their return and the support they provide to our community next summer.  



 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

 

Notice is hereby given to the Members  

 

Annual General Meeting  

 

NORTHAM AERO CLUB 

 

 Saturday 12th August 2023 

 

NAC Club Rooms 

 

7.30pm 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Election of Office Bearers 

 

 

 

The names of the candidates proposed as Officers of the Club with 
the names of their proposers and seconders shall be in the hands 
of the Secretary 21 days before the date of the Annual Meeting 
(22nd July 2023).   The names shall be posted in the Club for 14 
days before the Annual General Meeting 

 

(Please bring a small plate of food for fellowship at the con-
clusion of the meeting) 



Nomination Form for Northam Aero Club 
 
 

Nomination is hereby made for the position of:  
 

*President *Vice President *Secretary *Treasurer 
 

*3 x Committee Persons (2 year) 
  
 
 

Nominee _______________________________ 
 
 

Signature _______________________________ 
 
 

Position ________________________________ 
 
 

Proposer: ______________________________ 
 
 

Seconder: ______________________________ 
 
 
 

*Nominations accepted up to Saturday 
22/07/2023 

(PO Box 247 Northam WA 6401) 



NAC Cessna 172—VH-PGL 

Hire Fee Structure 

 
Private Hire - $260 per hour 

Dual Training - $410 per hour 

TIF’s - $205 per 1/2 hour 

Briefing - as required 

Instructor (in owner’s aircraft) - $150 per hour 

 

Pre-paid Discounted Block Rates Available 

• 5 hours - less 5% 

• 10 hours - less 10% 

• 20 hours - less 15% 

 

Student pilots may use the discounted block rate for aircraft hire only 

Instructor fees have increased due to CASA regulations 

For all further enquiries please contact: 

NAC Treasurer - nactreasurer@bigpond.com  T: 0417 170 840 

Aircraft Bookings: Matt Bignell  - 0407 873 700 

 

Next Competition 09:00, Sunday 09th July 2023 

Cheers, Dave McFarlane  

Club Captain  0428 743 031 

 

Next Club Competiton 
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President  
Errol Croft 

E: dowref@bigpond.net.au  
T: 0428 880 149 

Aircraft Bookings Officer 
Matt Bignell 

E: big.matty@hotmail.com 

T: 0407 873 700 

Secretary  
Susan Clements 

E:  info@northamaeroclub.com  
T:  0488 441 274 

Treasurer 
Rachel Buck 
E: nactreasurer@bigpond.com 
T: 0417 170 840  

Club Captain  
Dave McFarlane 
E: mcf888@bigpond.com  
T: 0428 743 031 

  

House & Grounds 
Trevor Sangston  

E: trevorsangston@iinet.net.au  

T: 0417 183 160  

Aircraft  
Dave Beech  

E: dbeech@iinet.net.au  
T: 0438 016 903  

Flight Training 
Kevin Lathbury 
E: Kevinlouise62@gmail.com 
T: 0434 000 217 

Flight Training 
Ray Challen 
E: ray@challen.com.au 
T: 0408 321 262 

Membership Officer 
Heather Deegan 

E: heatther1957@gmail.com 
T: 0428 738 808 
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THE NORTHAM AERO CLUB (Inc.)  
PO Box 247 NORTHAM 

 

  
 
  

TO:  ALL MEMBERS 

As this is the last issue to be mailed out by post 

We advise you to either download online from  

Northamaeroclub.com or advise email address 

“FLY ABOUT” 
 


